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1816.] Memoir on the Antiquity of Ike L ; . &. 2f 

wilh a brief history of the tides to real estate in this country, 
will form the chief subject of my lectures, during the pre- 
sent season. These ioo must be imperfect, because of the 
little time I have been able to withdraw from other indis- 
pensable engagements, since I received notice of this ap- 
pointment. 

Indeed, I should have asked for more time before my 
publick instruction commenced, had I not thought that the 
present senior class was entitled to tiie best efforts, which, 
under existing circumstances, I could make. I shall trust 
to publick candour for my first attempts to carry into effect 
the designs of this professorship, and to my future industry, 
to improve, alter, and enlarge the several treatises, and 
perhaps substitute others, for some which may not have 
been well chosen, or well executed, according to my future 
judgment, and the advice I may from time to time receive, 
from those who feel an interest in the honour of the Uni- 
versity, and the welfare of the students. 

for the north-american journal. 
Sir, 

I have reflected for some time on a subject of consider- 
able interest, and I will cheerfully condense the result of 
these reflections, for your Journal, if it would accord with 
your views. I could perhaps do this most conveniently 
in the form of a memoir, on the Antiquity of the United 
States. It is an opinion very generally received, that this 
nation is a very youthful one ; but [ am induced to believe, 
that it is, on the contrary, one of the most ancient nations 
on the globe. As it will require considerable labour to 
concentrate the proofs of this position, which have occurred 
in my investigations, I should first wish to know, if such a 
paper would be acceptable ; if it be agreeable to you, I will 
prepare it for some future number. 

To the Editor. 

[We shall be glad to receive the paper mentioned by our 
correspondent, though we cannot give an absolute pledge 
to insert it beforehand. We can however have very little 
doubt, that the learning, which must be requisite in a re 
search of this nature, will form a valuable article for this 
Journal, though it m,\y be too dry for a part of its readers. ! 



